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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C- 


Dear Mr, Dulles: 

'I'he National Science Foundation believes tnat 
a knowled.;Te of the capabilities of otiier naticr-s 
In science and technolcpy is not only useful 
as working knowledge for our owi scientists but 
is essential to the development of national science 
policy for this country, Trerel'cre, in addition 
to acquiring data on tre research and development 
effort in the United States, we have also been 
acquiring data on the status of science anti tech- 
nology in other countries. 

Widespread lack of knowledi’e of the Si.a VI c 
languages and other problems have m.atie the acqui- 
sition of data on the scientific effort in the 

/ 

USSR a matter of peculiar difficulty. Accordinf^'J.y, 
the National Science Foundation was pleased to 
sponsor, in collaboration with the National 
Academy of Sciences - National Research Councii , 
a study of the Soviet educationa.l system, with 
special reference to the education, training, 
and utilization of scientists, engineers, and 
other professional specialists. A two-year study 
of the sub.iect has resulted in a definitive 
volume, Sovie t Professiona l Ma npower— Its Educa- 
ticn. Training an d Supply, by Nicholas DeWitt, 
of the Russian Fi:esearch Center, harvard University. 

We believe that this pub] illation will be 
useful, not only to scientists and other scholars, 
but vrill also be an important source of ini'orms- 
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